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CONFIDENTIAL NEW DELHI 7108 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: TECH, PFOR, IN, CH, PARM 

SUBJECT: CHINESE DIPLOMAT'S COMMENTS ON THE INDIAN TEST 
REF: GENEVA 3339 (NOTAL) 

1. DURING CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER MAY 28, PRC 
SECOND SECRETARY LI TA-NAN SAID IT WAS NATURAL PEKING HAD COM- 
MENTED ONLY BRIEFLY ON THE INDIAN TEST IN THE PRESS. THE 
EXPLOSION DID NOT AFFECT CHINA AND WAS NOT VIEWED AS A PARTI- 
CULARLY IMPORTANT EVENT. IT WOULD, HOWEVER, DELAY AND COMPLICATE 
IMPROVEMENT OF RELATIONS AMONG SOUTH ASIAN COUNTRIES. WAS THIS 
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THE INDIAN RESPONSE, LI WONDERED, TO CHINESE STATEMENTS DURING 
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BHUTTO'S VISIT THAT CONDITIONS WERE FAVORABLE FOR NORMALIZING 
RELATIONS AMONG SUBCONTINENT STATES? 

2. LI SAID FOREIGN SECRETARY (EAST) TRIVEDI WAS BRIEFING ASIAN 
AND AFRICAN DIPLOMATS IN DELHI ON THE TEST. BUT THE INDIANS 

HAD SAID NOTHING TO THE CHINESE HERE ABOUT IT. LI VOICED SUSPICION 
THAT THE SOVIETS KNEW OF THE TEST IN ADVANCE AND MAY HAVE AIDED 
THE INDIANS IN PREPARING IT: BUT HE ADMITTED HE HAD NO EVIDENCE 
OF THIS. HE SAID INDIAN TALK ABOUT PEACEFUL USES WAS NONSENSE 
MRS. GANDHI HAD INHERITED THE HYPOCRISY OF HER FATHER. 

3. COMMENT: WE NOT CLOSE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN LI'S COMMENTS 
AND THOSE REPORTED FROM GENEVA (REFTEL) EXCEPT FOR PARTS ABOUT 
SINO-INDIAN RELATIONS. WE PRESUME THIS REFLECTS GUIDANCE HAS 
BEEN SENT TO CHINESE MISSIONS. MOYNIHAN 
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